
Joan Kenney
November 23, 1956 - January 15, 2026

Joan Kenney, age 69, of Lily, Kentucky, passed away on Thursday, January
15, 2026. 

 

She leaves behind her loving husband, James Young Kenney; three children,
Kristen Perkins and husband Jamie of Lily, KY, Jimmy Kenney of Lily, KY, and
Jacob Kenney and wife Ashley of Danville, KY; three siblings, Joyce Donohue
and husband Denny, Jeanette Ralston of Norwalk, CT, and Jill Bowman and
husband Ryan of Clementsville, KY; six grandchildren, Jackson, Kenna,
Blayne, Adelyn, Jimmi Beth, and Aggie Lou; along with a host of other family
members, friends, former students, and athletes who will cherish her memory. 

 

She was preceded in death by her parents, Charles Truman Ralston and Ida
Louise Church Ralston; her mother-in-law, Rosemary Prince; her sister, Judy
Watkins; and three grandchildren, Alec, Baley, and Cole. 

 

Joan was a devoted wife, mother, and grandmother, and her favorite title of all
was “Mamaw.” She leaves behind a legacy of service, creativity, faith, and
compassion. 

 

She worked for many years as an aide with the Laurel County Board of
Education, where she was known for her patience, kindness, and genuine
love for children. Beyond the classroom, Joan made a lasting impact as a



gymnastics coach, where she mentored and encouraged countless young
people. Through her coaching, she helped children build confidence,
discipline, and belief in themselves, lessons that extended far beyond the
gym. 

 

To so many, she was simply known and lovingly remembered as “Mrs. Joan.”
She was a steady, caring presence in the lives of generations of kids and
families, always offering encouragement, warmth, and a belief in their
potential. She was known for her classic funny phrases such as “sit on your
bucket,” “I don’t like it, I love it,” “it was made with love” and “love you more.” 

 

Outside of her work, Joan enjoyed crafts and antiques, finding beauty and
meaning in creating and preserving special things. Her hands were rarely still,
and her heart was always full when she was making something for others. 

 

Joan was of the Baptist faith and was saved in church, a faith that guided her
life and gave her peace. She will be remembered for her gentle spirit, her
servant’s heart, and the many lives she touched through her work, her
coaching, her hobbies, and her unwavering belief. 

 

She will be dearly missed by all who knew and loved her. 
 

A funeral service honoring Joan Kenney will be held on Sunday, January 18,
2026 at 2:00 pm in the chapel of House-Rawlings Funeral Home with Dusty
Allen and Jaime VanHook officiating. Interment will follow at Merrimac
Cemetery in London, KY. The family will receive friends on Sunday beginning
at 11:00 am until the funeral hour, also at the funeral home. The pallbearers
will be Jimmy Kenney, Jacob Kenney, Jackson Rush, Blayne Kenney, and
Jamie Perkins. The family has entrusted House-Rawlings Funeral Home with
the arrangements.
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Visitation

JAN 18. 11:00 AM - 2:00 PM (ET)
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Funeral Service

JAN 18. 2:00 PM (ET)
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info@houserawlings.com
https://houserawlings.com
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Ashley Gray - January 17 at 11:40 PM

Joan, you will be remembered for the vibrant soul that you were.
Our thoughts and prayers go out to Jim, Kristen, Jimmy, Jake and
all of the grandchildren.

Peggy Stith - January 17 at 01:27 PM

What a blessing to have shared six years with Joan as my next door
neighbor, she made those six years some of the happiest times of
my life. she was one of the most caring woman I have ever known.

House-Rawlings Funeral Home - January 17 at 12:08 PM

95 files added to the album LifeTributes

Angela Cook - January 16 at 09:53 PM

She was such a Wonderful sweet person Who I enjoyed talking too
When we ran into eachother She always Had such a Big happy
smile on her face when we seen her .She will be missed prayers for
Her family .From Angela and Jack Cook
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Steven L. Hale Sr. - January 16 at 09:08 PM

I remember Joan from Junior (Gotschalk), and Senior (Iroguois),
High School in Louisville KY... She was always Friendly, Positive
and Smiling... Prayers to, and for her Loved-Ones... GOD Bless and
Comfort you all!

Nell Howard Stelzer - January 16 at 04:25 PM

1 file added to the tribute wall


